
South Africa and the International 

SPECTRUM of Museum Standards 



Accreditation schemes set agreed standards 
for museums and tend to raise standards 
nationally where they are implemented. 

 

International Accreditation Schemes: 

 Arts Council England Accreditation Scheme (UK) 

 American Alliance of Museums Accreditation (USA/ 
Canada) 

 Museums Australia Accreditation Scheme (Australia) 

Accreditation and Standards 



 Performance 

 Profile 

 People 

 Partnerships 

 Planning 

 Patronage 

Benefits of Accreditation 

Arts Council England 
http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/supporting-museums/accreditation-scheme/ 



7000 Museums 

40 Countries 

The SPECTRUM Standard  

for Museum Collections Management 
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It’s not just a standard… 
 

It is: 

 Accumulated practice 

 A Community of people 

 Intended to be used in pieces and parts 

 An open framework 

 Unfinished 

 Probably familiar to you! 

 

What is SPECTRUM? 



Pre-entry 

Object entry 

Loans in 

Acquisition 

Inventory control 

Location/ movement control 

Transport 

Cataloguing 

Condition checking 

Conservation 

Risk management 

Insurance 

Valuation 

Audit 

Rights Management 

Use of Collections 

Object exit 

Loans out 

Loss and damage 

Deaccession and disposal 

Retrospective documentation 
 

 

SPECTRUM’s 21 Procedures 

Each procedure is a workflow for how to do something 
 



Object entry 

Loans in 

Acquisition 

Location/ 

movement control 

 

 Cataloguing 

 Object exit 

 Loans out 

 Retrospective 

documentation 

 

 

SPECTRUM’s 8 Primary Procedures 



Acquisition Procedure 

Collections Trust UK 



Collections Trust UK 

Acquisition 

Procedure 



Collections Trust UK 



Strengthening Relationships 



© Trustees of the British Museum 

International 
Loans/ 

Repatriation 



Knowledge Sharing 

 Intangible heritage 

 Rock art paintings 

 Oral history collections 

Specialised skills in South Africa : 



Professional Development 

 Transferrable skills 

 Professionalisation 

 Personal development 



 

  Accreditation & Standards bring many potential benefits to 

museums  

 SPECTRUM standards already available for immediate 

adoption in SA 

 SPECTRUM advantages: international & established 

 Standards might strengthen relationships between museums 

in South Africa and overseas 

 South Africa can contribute to a wider community of 

knowledge producers 

 Professional development & personal development 

Summary 


